THE BLITZKRIEG HITS LONDON
object; no attempt to hit military objectives was
made, or, if made, it was certainly not effective. The
casualties, though tending to decrease as more pre-
cautions for safety were taken, were heavy. In the
whole country, Mr. Churchill stated in the House of
Commons on September 17, they amounted to 2000
civilians killed and 8000 wounded in the first half
of September, three-fourths of these losses being in
London. As 1054 German aircraft were destroyed in
September in the raids against this country the loss
of trained airmen cannot have been much less than
3000. One day, in particular, contributed a generous
quota to this total.
The Great Attack of September 15
On September 15 some 350 to 400 German air-
craft were despatched against London and south-
east England in two waves, the first at about 11.30
a.m., the second soon after 2 p.m. In the afternoon,
two smaller attacks were made in the Portsmouth
and Southampton areas. 'In every case,5 said an Air
Ministry Bulletin (September 15), 'fighter patrols
were ready to meet the enemy. The two main at-
tacks on the London area received such a gruelling
as never before. Spitfire and Hurricane squadrons,
many of them veterans in London defence, fought
them over the Kent coast as they came in, fought
them over Maidstone and Canterbury, above the
Medway and Thames Estuary. Many they turned
away. The survivors they fought, again over London
itself,  squadron after squadron of fighters flying
fresh into action. Finally, they chased them back
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